5 Japanese greetings

28 everyday greetings and set phrases: reading - romaji, and when to say them.
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® Every day
BlELH)ITTwET

ohay0 gozaimasu
Good morning (polite; also used at work)

ZAICEIE
konnichiwa
Hello; good afternoon

ZAIFALK

konbanwa
Good evening

BEXITHLETN
oyasuminasai
Good night (before bed)

PSRN

sayOnara

Goodbye (when you won't meet again soon)
Cxdh. £

ja, mata

See you (casual)

FL®&ELT

hajimemashite
Nice to meet you (first meeting only)

IALCHBBAVL T
&AL CHERLWL £7 - yoroshiku onegai shimasu
| look forward to working with you; please treat me well

® At home and meals
WhEEET

itadakimasu
Said just before eating

Z5%25TETLE

gochisdsama deshita
Said after eating: thank you for the meal

WoTEEY

ittekimasu
I'm off (leaving home, coming back later)

WoTho LW
itterasshai
See you later (to someone leaving)

F=7=wE
tadaima
I'm home

EHANRETW
okaerinasai
Welcome home

BL»ELET

ojama shimasu
Excuse me for coming in (entering someone's home)

® Tips

® Thanks and apologies
HHYHE)TEET

arigatd gozaimasu
Thank you (polite)

EHVWELELT
do itashimashite
You're welcome

THEIEA

sumimasen
Excuse me; sorry; thanks for your trouble

THABREW
gomennasai
I'm sorry (to friends and family)

AXLETY

7ZW L & 9 AT - daijobu desu

[t's OK; I'm fine

BAREIC

7=V LI - odaiji ni

Get well soon (to someone who is ill)

® Atwork and in shops

BENTETY
Eo2HhNT £ TY - otsukaresama desu
Thanks for your work (to coworkers, all day)

BEICKILLEY
BETETIZL>N\ L £9 - osaki ni shitsurei shimasu
Excuse me for leaving before you

KELLEY
L>h\ L £79 - shitsurei shimasu
Excuse me (entering or leaving an office or room)

BREWLET

b\ L £7 - onegai shimasu
Please (when asking for something)
WhHh s LWt
irasshaimase

Welcome (shop staff to customers)

DPLAEFLELETW
L)L &)BEELEETV - shosho omachi kudasai
Please wait a moment (staff to customers)

HLDL

moshi moshi
Hello (on the phone)

e At work, BIEN T £ T is said all day: as hello, thank you and goodbye.

e Use [X L #® % L T only the first time you meet someone.

o 3 H E A is the safest word in Japan: it gets attention, apologises and thanks.
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